
A little village called Kolanupaka in Nalgonda 
district of Telangana is home to Kulpakji shrine 
- an important pilgrimage centre for Shwetam-
bar Jains in South India. Kolanupaka can be 
reached by taking a detour of 7 km from Aler, 
which is about 70 km away from Hyderabad on 
the Hyderabad - Warangal highway.

According to inscriptions from the 10-13th century 
CE, the village was known as Kollipaka. This region 
was ruled successively by three dynasties Rastraku-
tas, Kalyani Chalukyas and later Kakatiyas of Waran-
gal and has many temples that are of great historical 
significance. 

During the Rashtrakuta period, Jainism was prevalent 
in this region with Kolanupaka as one of the promi-
nent centre. More than twenty Jain inscriptions have 
been discovered here, including a Manasthamba from 
the 12th century. After 1276 CE, Jainism had declined 
but was re-established in 1711 CE, when the temple 
was renovated. The original Kulpakji Temple is said 
to be more than two thousand years old, while in its 
present form, it is around eight hundred years old. 

Today, the Jain temple stands in all its grandeur, 
largely due to renovation efforts in the recent past. 

More than one hundred and fifty artisans from 
Gujarat and Rajasthan were involved in this pro-
cess. While elephants are carved onto the main en-
trance to the temple, two huge elephant sculptures 
also flank the entrance to the sanctorum. Extensive 
use of red sand stone and white marble is seen on the 
ornate walls and pillars that adorn the interiors of 
the temple. Among a few artistic illustrations related 
to Jain mythology that are seen close to the ceiling, 
a striking tainted glass window portraying the Jain 
guru Parshvanath stands out. The Kolanupaka Jain 
temple is an architectural marvel and resplendent in 
its beauty in every nook and corner and.

The three idols worshipped in the inner sanctum of 
the Kulpakji temple are Lord Rishabha, Lord Nemi-
nath, and Lord Mahavir. The idol of Lord Rishabha, 
also known as Lord Adinath, is centrally placed. It 
has been carved out of a green stone and histori-
cally, popular as Manikyaswami. The statue of Lord 
Mahavir, about 140 cm in height, is carved out of a 
single block of jade. 

An interesting legend is narrated regarding the foun-
dation of the temple. It is believed that Ravana’s wife 
Mandodari was advised to immerse the Jinneshwar 

idol into the sea. Many years later, when a king from 
Karnataka, Shankara procures the idol and heads 
back home, he stops over at a village called Kolanu-
paka and for some reason is unable to move further. 
The king submits to the divine will and builds a tem-
ple for the idol in Kolanupaka. 

Every year, many devotees gather here between the 
13th day to the full moon during the lunar month 
of Chaitra. To take care of the needs of visiting Jain 
pilgrims, a spacious dharamshala is present in the 
courtyard of the temple with all facilities. A bhojan-
shala is also available where snacks and meals are 
served. In the vicinity of the temple complex is a Gos-
hala.

Kolanupaka is also well-known for various temples 
of which Someswara is most popular. The Someswara 
temple is in close proximity to the Kulpakji Jain tem-
ple and can be accessed by a 10 min walk. The tem-
ple complex also houses the Kolanupaka site in and 
around a large courtyard. This open-air museum mu-
seum is run by the State Archaeological Depart-
ment and contains statues and other excavations of 
relevance for both Hinduism and Jainism, dated be-
tween the 6th CE to the 16th CE.

At the entrance is a life size polished basalt sculpture 
of Mahavira in meditation. A little behind stands a 
statue of Matysa Vallabha, the son of Hanuman born 
from a fish, standing in front of a Kirthi Stambham 
and a Nandi mandapam.

Kolanupaka was the second capital of the Kalyani 
Chalukyas and the museum exhibits a wide range of 
over hundred artifacts relating to temple architec-
ture of the Chalukyan and Kakatiyan styles. In the 
ambulatory around the courtyard are many pan-
els and sculptures – Manasthambha (Victory Pillar) 
of Tribhuvanamalla with inscriptions, Parshvanath, 

Veeragal, Sapta Matrikas, Chamunda, KalaBhairava 
and Kosthapanjara with Uma Maheswara to name 
only a few. 

The sanctum-sanctorum of the temple has a shival-
inga with an idol of the Veerasaiva saint-prophet 
Renukacharya behind it. Beside this is the Goddess 
Chandi’s shrine with the roof covered almost entirely 
with coconuts wrapped in colourful cloth, tied by 
devotees who want their wishes to be fulfilled. Many 
temple structures are seen around the Someswara 
temple but are under renovation. A smaller shrine 
just beside the main temple is the Kotilinga shrine 
where the shivalinga has around 1001 smaller lings 
carved on it.
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