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S arojini Naidu waxed 
poetic about them. 
Enthusiasts swear by 
their intoxicating mix 
of colours, textures, 

fragrances and sounds. Many in 
the City of Nawabs continue to 
favour them over glitzy malls. As 
aficionados will tell you, these 
traditional bazaars in Hyderabd 

stand out even today for their 
unique shopping experience, not to 
mention the historical anecdotes 
associated with them. From 
glittering bangles to household 
utensils, spices to flowers, antiques 
to printing services, everything 
is on offer at these markets. We 
take a walk through some of the 
prominent ones.

History blends 
with commerce 

in the quaint, 
chaotic bazaars of 

Hyderabad
TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY 

LAKSHMI PRABHALA

 THE BAZAARS  OF HYDERABAD 
Laad Bazaar
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Chatta Bazaar
Chatta Bazaar is said to have got its name from shops 
under a humongous chaata (roof) that was supposed to 
have existed in the area. It is essentially a narrow lane, lined 
with shops on either side. The market can easily be called 
Hyderabad’s printing district, where shops are stacked 
with invitation cards to weddings, naming ceremonies 
and birthdays, and visiting cards - all in Urdu, with ornate 
scripts and decorative motifs.

Laad Bazaar
A bustling street that starts 
at the foot of the Charminar, 
Laad Bazaar or Choodi Bazaar, 
is where one gets to experience 
and marvel at Hyderabadi 
culture. Legend has it that 
Mohammad Quli Qutb Shah, the 
founder of Hyderabad, arranged 
this bazaar during his daughter’s 
wedding for guests to shop. The 
bangles sold here are made from 
laad or lacquer, which gives the 
market its name. Apart from a 
dazzling array of stone-studded 
lac bangles, visitors can also 
buy artificial jewellery, brocaded 
fabrics, wedding trousseau, 
dupatta, perfumes, zari lace, 
hairclips, and other accessories. 
With cars and autorickshaws 
not allowed to enter, the crowd 
is limited to scooters, bicycles 
and pedestrians.

Begum Bazaar 
While this bazaar was established more than 400 years 
ago, it gets its name from Humda Begum, wife of Nizam 
Mir Ali Khan. She is said to have gifted the land to 
merchants to improve trade and commerce. The shops 
at Begum Bazaar are mostly owned by the Marwari 
community who migrated from Rajasthan but were 
welcomed by the then Nizam of Hyderabad. The shops 
were initially famous for brassware, available in all sizes 
and shapes. When brass was eventually replaced by 
steel and aluminium, the bazaar became more famous 
for household items, spices, dry fruits, kitchen utensils, 
kirana items and other commodities.
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 Mir Alam Mandi
Mir Alam Mandi is one of the oldest  
vegetable markets in the city. It began 
during the Nizam’s reign, when farmers from 
surrounding villages would bring vegetables 
on bullock carts to sell. Enter the market 
and you will find stacks of fresh vegetables 
spread across over 300 stalls. Not just 
neighbouring localities but the entire  
city makes it a point to buy vegetables  
here, thanks to their freshness and  
throwaway prices.

Jummeraat Bazaar 
A tradition kept alive for more than four decades, 
Jummeraat Bazaar originally started when goods from 
the Nizam’s household were put up for sale nearby (at 
Dhoolpet) every Thursday. Over the years, it became a 
weekly affair where the poor looked out for good bargains 
while collectors eyed antiques. Inadvertently, recycling and 
reusability became the underlying premise of Jummeraat 
Bazaar. The market comes alive every Thursday morning, 
as buyers throng from all parts of the city. Vendors arrange 
their wares on either side of what is now known as the 
Jummeraat Bazaar Road. The bazaar moves to Pathergatti 
near Charminar every Sunday morning.

FMS-IRM MAKES IT TO THE TOP RANKS
BY STANY THOMAS CANGAN

Faculty of Management Studies- 
Institute of Rural Management 

(FMS-IRM), Jaipur, is an energetic, 
innovative and research-led business 
school in Rajasthan. With a modest 
beginning in 1994, it has traversed 
a long path to become an essential 
choice for thousands of B-School 
aspirants in the country. Today, with a 
well-knit academic programme assisted 
by capable intellectual capital and 
corporate interface, it has been ranked 
A+++ among the top B-Schools of the 
Country and the best B-School in the 
geographically vast state of Rajasthan. 
The Institute was established and is 
led by the Society for Indian Institute 

of Rural Management (SIIRM) under 
the brilliant and noble leadership of 
Prof. Barbara Cangan, an educationist 
and philanthropist whose mission 
is dissemination and extension of 
knowledge with quality and equality.
The major pillar on which the institute 
is built is its mission itself, which 

clearly states the provision of quality 
education and creation of human 
capital, for the welfare of society and to 
develop individuals who can energize 
the development process in India. As 
envisaged by its founder, it aims at 
creating an environment, which fosters 
team spirit, kindles the entrepreneurial 
drive and mobilize individuals to learn, 
articulate and apply and in turn to 
enthuse them to become the drivers of 
socio-economic change in the country. 
The Institute is affiliated to AICTE and 
is regarded as a contemporary, smart 
and leading B-School in the country. 
(The author is CEO, SIIRM Consortium of 
Educational Institutions)
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